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To the Honourable the Commons of GREAT BRITAIN, in Par- 
liament aſſembled. 


THE HUMBLE 


VV 


O F 


The ſeveral Perſons whoſe Names are hereto ſubſcribed, being 
Owners and Proprietors of Meſſuages, Lands, and Tenements, 
within the Pariſhes of Langham and Morſton, in the County of 
Norfolk, and entitled to certain Rights of Common, and other 
Rights and Intereſts, within the Pariſhes of Morſton and Lang- 
ham aforeſaid, 


SHEWETH, 


T: HAT your Petitioners have been informed, that a Bill is depending 
before this Honourable Houſe, for dividing, allotting, and incloſing 
the Open and Common Fields, Half Year Lands, Commons, Commonable 
Lands, and Waſte Grounds, within the Pariſhes of Stiffkey and Morſton, 
in the County of Norfolk; and for extinguiſhing all Rights of Common, 


 Sheepwalk, and Shackage, in, over, and upon, all the Lands and Grounds 


within the ſaid Pariſhes; 


Thar if the ſaid Bill ſhould, in its preſent Form, paſs into a Law, the 
ſame will be mjurious to the Eſtates and Property of your Petitioners, by 
a partial Extinguiſhment of Rights, and by depriving your Petitioners ot the 
Benefit which they now derive from their Rights of Common, and other 
Rights and Intereſts, in and over the Lands and Grounds intended to be 
divided, allotted, and incloſed within the ſaid Pariſh of Morſton. 


Your Petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray, That they may be 
heard by themſclves, Agents, or Counſel, againſt ſuch Part or 
Parts of the ſaid Bill as may affect their Property or Intereits; or 
may have ſuch other Relief, in the Premiles, as to this Ho- 
nourable Houle may ſcem meet. 


And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


—i 


The Caſe of the Petitioners. 


HE Pariſh of Langham, in the County of Norfolk, conſiſts of ſundry Contents cf 


Commonable Meſſuages, and about 1,066 Acres ot levera] or W hole 
Year Land, 130 Acres of Half Year Incloſures, 410 Acres of Common Field 
Land, and 120 Acres of Common and Walte Lands, | 


The 


the Parih ef 
Langham, 


Contents of 
the Parith of 
Moiſton, 


Rights of 
Sheepwalk 
over the Pa- 
riſhes of Lang- 
ham and 
Moriton. 
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The Pariſh of Morſton, in the ſaid County, confiſts of ſundry Com- 
monable Meſſuages, and about 130 Acres of ſeveral or Whole Year Land, 
265 Acres of Old Half Year Incloſures, 313 Acres of Half Year Land, 
lately incloſed, and 280 Acres of Common: Fiel Land, over and beſides 
a large Tract of Salt Marſhes, Common and Wiſte Land. 


The ſaid Two Pariſhes of Langham and Morſton adjoin to each other, 
and the Moſt Noble Marquis Townſhend is Lord of the Manor of Lancaan 
WITH Moksrox. 


The ſaid Marquis is alſo Owner of Two Farm-houſes and Farms, contain- 
ing about 700 Acres of Land, in Langham aforeſaid ; and of Two Farm 
Houſes and Farms, and about goo Actes of Land, in Morſton aforelaid, 
over and befides his Salt Marſhes there. 


The ſaid. Marquis is alſo Owner of Two diſtin Rights of Sheepwalk, 
belonging to his ſaid Eſtates, in Morſton —One of. theſe Sheepwalks (together 
with a Farm Houſe and Farm, containing about 350 Acres of Land in 
Morſton) is lett to, and occupied by, Jonathan Wrench z and. this Sheep- 
walk (which for Diſtinction is called Wrench's Sheepwalk) extends, and 
has been immemorially uſed and exerciſed, over Part of the ſaid Half Year 
Lands in Morſton, containing by Eſtimation 250 Acres, at certain ſtated 
Times in every Year; and over 100 Acres of Common and Salt Marſh, in 
Morſton, at all Times of the Year; but the ſaid Sheepwalk doth not ex- 
tend into the ſaid Pariſh of Stiffkey. | 


The other Right of Sheepwalk (which for Diſtinction is called Buck's 
Sheepwalk) belongs to, and was formerly occupied. with the Farm, now in 
the Uſe of William Buck, conſiſting of a Farm Houle and about 1,400 


Acres of Arable and Marſh Land. within the ſaid Pariſh of Morſton; and 


Joſhua Coe and other ſucceeding Tenants of this Farm uſed. to feed and 
depaſture a Flock of Sheep (containing about 300 Ewe Sheep) over all the 
Remainder of the ſaid Halt Year Incloſures and Field Lands in Morſton, 
and over all the Half Year Incloſures and Fields in Langham, when not 
ſown with Corn, on and from Old Michaelmas Day, if Harveſt was then 
ended, and if not, then from the End of Harveſt to and upon Old Lady Day 
in every Year, and over the Remainder of the ſaid Common and Marſh Lands 
in Morſton at all Times of the Year ; but the laſt- mentioned Sheepwalk 
did not extend into the faid Pariſh of Stiff key. 


The ſaid Joſhua Coe quitted the laſt mentioned Farm in or about the 
Year 1749, at which Time an Alteration was made in the Uſage and En- 
joyment ot the ſaid Right of Sheepwalk, called Buck's Sheepwalk ; for from 
that Time the Flock of Sheep, belonging to this Farm, was reſtrained from 
depaſturing upon Part of the ſaid Halt Year Cloſes and Field Lands in 
Langham, containing about 200 Acres, over which the ſame Right of 
Sheepwalk had been immemorially uſed and exerciſed. 


The laſt mentioned Farm (together with the original Sheepwalk thus 
circumſcribed) was occupied, from the Time of the faid Joſhua Coe's 
quitting Poſſeſſion thereof, by James Temple, William Butter, Elizabeth 
Butter, and Jonathan Wrench, until Michaelmas 1780, and from that 
Time by the ſaid William Buck the prelent Tenant thereof, and the ſaid 
James Temple, William Butter, Elizabeth Butter, and Jonathan Wrench 
did, while they occupied the laſt mentioned Farm, keep a Flock of about 
500 Ewe Sheep, and the ſaid William Buck hath of late Years kept a Flock 
of about 600 Ewe Sheep. | 


1 About 


? 


„ 


About Michaelmas 1746, one William Reynolds entered upon One of 
the ſaid Two Farms in Langham, to which no Right of Sheepwalk be- 
longed. —And the faid William Reynolds, and the ſeveral Tenants who 
ſucceeded him in his Farm, (viz.) Iſaac Looſe, and Chriſtopher Stangroom, 
deceaſed, have ever ſince Michaelmas 1749 uſed and exerciſed a Right of 
Sheepwalk for about 180 Ewe Sheep, over the laid 200 Acres of Half 
Year Cloles and Field Land in Langham aforcſaid, when not ſown with 
Corn on and from Old Michaelmas Day, if Harveſt was then ended, 
and if not, then from the End of Harveſt, to and upon Old Lady Day 
in every Year. — And ſince the Death of the ſaid Chriſtopher Stan- 

room, a Flock of about 300 Sheep has been kept by his Son and Suc- 
ceſſor Chriſtopher Stangroom, the preſent Tenant of the laſt mentioned 
Farm. 


Mr. Stephen Froſt, One of the Petitioners, is Owner of ſeveral Meſſuages, 
and about 480 Acres of Land (partly Whole Year and partly Halt Year) 
in Langham, and of Two Meſſuages, and about 60 Acres of Half Year 
Land in Morſton, and of about 100 Acres of Land in Stiffkey.—Some of 
the other Petitioners are Owners of Meſſuages and Lands in Langham and 
Morſton, and ſome in Langham only.—But all the Petitioners Half Year 
Lands are within the Boundaries of Lord Townſhend's ſaid Sheepwalk, 
called Bucks Sheepwalk, belonging to the ſaid William Buck's Farm. 


The Fields in the Pariſhes of Langham and Morſton conſiſting of inter- 
mixed Lands (belonging to the ſaid Marquis, the Petitioners, and others) 
till within a few Years lay open and unincloſed, and the Petitioners and all 
other Owners of Meſſuages and Half-year Lands in the ſaid Pariſhes of 
Langham and Morſton, or their Tenants, have immemorially uſed to turn 
their Great and Commonable Cattle ro depaſture upon all the Fields and 
Half Year Cloſes in Langham and Morſton aforeſaid, when not ſown with 
Corn, on and from Old Michaelmas Day, if Harveſt was then ended, and it 
not, then from the end of Harvelt, to and upon Old Lady Day in every 
Year; but this Ulage and Right never extended into nor doth the ſame 
alſect the Pariſh of Stiffkey. 


It hath been uſual for the Tenants of the Farm and Sheepwalk occupied 
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entire Right of 
Sheepwalk 
over Morſton 
and Langham. 


Petitioners 
Right of Com- 
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of Langham 
and Morſton. 


by the fad William Buck, not to turn their Sheep upon any Part of the 


laid Hait Year Lands when ſown with Turnips, but to permit the Occupiers 
of ſuch Lands, when ſown with Turaips, to reſerve and enjoy the ſame, free 
from the Feed ot the Sheep, on their paying One Shilling tor every Acre of 
ſuch Turnips, and permitting the Sheepmaſter to enjoy the Turnips ſown 
upon his Halt Year Lands, free from the Feed of the Great Cattle. This 
Bargain or Agreement, which continued till the Erection of the new Inclo— 
tures heieinaiter mentioned, produced a mutual Advantage to the Occupiers 
of Half Year Lands; for without ſuch an Agreement, it would have been 
ulcleſs for them to have ſown «ny Turnips on their Halt Year Lands, and 
without Turnips it would have been impoſſible for them to manage and cul- 
tivate their Lands according to the pretent improved Plan of Huſbandry in 

Nortcli:. | 
About Ten Years ago, the ſaid William Buck made ſcveral Exchanges 
wth the faid ] nathan Wrench and with Henry Butter and others, and 
ncloſ-d about 300 Aces of Lord Townſhend's Land, in his Occupation, 
lying in the Fields of Morſton aforeſuid, but Gaps and Gateways were made 
for the ian ge of the Sheep and Great Cattle, By this Incloſure the Pariſh 
and vicky of Moron we e Gividel and ſeparated trom the Pariſh and Fields 
of Langham for a corfiicrable Liſtance, aud only we Commun,cations 
between the Iwo Pariſhes were left (over and beſides the laid Gaps and 
Wo Gatcways), 


Grievanees of 
the Petition- 
ers, 
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Gateways), viz. One at Cockthorpe Ditch Furlong (which formed an Open- 
ing or Paſſage from Langham Field to Morſton Highficld), and another at 
or near the Road leading from Langham to Morlton (which formed an 
Opening or Paſſage from Langham Field to the Field of Morſton, lying on 
the Eaſt Side of the ſaid new Incloſures). 


The aforeſaid Diviſion of the Half Year Land belonging to Buck's 
Sheepwalk (which was an entire Right and Appurtenant or Appendant to 
his Farm in Morſton), and the Annexation of the Right over 200 Acres, 
Part thereof to a Farm in Langham (to which no Right of Sheepwalk over 
the Fields and Half Year Lands in Langham belonged), could not (as the 
Petitioners are adviſed) have been ſupported—Bur as the Owners and Occu- 
piers of Eſtates in Langham did not foreſee the evil Conſequences ot ſuch an 
Alteration, they did not pay any immediate Attention to it, but ſuffered 
ſuch Alteration to remain until the Injuries occaſioned thereby began to prels 
very hard upon them. 


While the Sheepwalk, called Buck's Sheepwalk, remained entire, the Flock 
of Sheep (conſiſting of 500 Ewe Sheep) went over 540 Acres of Halt Year In- 
cloſures and Field Land, in Langham, and 750 Acres of Half Year Inclo- 
ſures and Field Land, in Morſton, over and beſides the Commons and Salt 
Marſhes there; and as the Fields of Morſton conſiſted of intermixed Land, it was 
impoſſible for the Sheepmaſter to turn his Flock there until Old Mic haelmas 
Day, and therefore at that Time there was always a good Stock of Graſs and 
Herbage for the Support of the Great Cattle, as well as the Sheep ; but after 
the aforeſaid Exchanges of Land in Morſton Field, whereby Lord Town- 
ſhend's Lands there, in the Uſe of the ſaid William Buck, were in general 
laid together, the ſaid William Buck has made it a Practice to feed all the 
Half Year Lands, belonging to his Farm in Morſton, with Sheep before 
Michaelmas (which he could not do while other Lands were intermixed 
therewith), and to reſerve the Half Year Lands in Langham for the Sup- 

ort of his Sheep after Michaelmas.—By this Practice all or the greateſt 
Prrr of the Graſs upon Mr. Buck's Half Year Lands in Morſton has been 
fed by his own Sheep before Michaelmas ; after which Time the Half Year 
Lands in Langham have been the Receptacle for the whole Flock of Sheep, 
and therefore the Right of the Great Cattle over Morſton Half Year Lands 
has been almoſt wholly deſtroyed, and the ſame Right over Langham Half 
Year Lands has been very much injured; which mult evidently appear, 
when it is conſidered that 200 Acres of Half Year Land in Langham have 
been taken from Mr. Buck's Sheep, and the Remainder of the ſaid Half 


Year Lands there have been in a great Meaſure charged with the Support 


of his Sheep after Michaelmas, without any or very little Aid from the Half 
Year Lands in Morſton. | 


In Aggravation of the Injury thus done to the Rights of Common for 
Great Cattle, it muſt be added that though the Right of Buck's Sheep- 
walk was originally for no more than 00 Sheep, yet he alone has of late 
Years, ſince the faid Exchanges, kept a Flock of 600 Sheep. —This is not 
all, for the ſaid Chriſtopher Stangroom (who occupies the Farm in Lang- 
ham, to which a Part of Buck's Sheepwalk was annexed), has of late Years 
kept a Flock of 300 Sheep over the laid 200 Acres of Halt Year Land in 
Langham, which were taken from Mr. Buck's original Sheepwalk.—And 
thus the Half Year Lands in Langham have been of late Years fed by Two 
Flocks of Sheep, conſiſting together oi goo Sheep, when, in Truth, the ſame 
Lands were ſubject to be ted by One Flock of 500 Sheep only. 


However, the Owners of Eſtates in Langham and Morſton ſubmitted to 


theſe Innovations and Incroachments upon their Property and antient Rights, 
| 3 and 
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and did not make any Objection to the Diviſion of Buck's Sheepwalk, and 
the above Uſage of the Half Year Lands in Langham, until it was inſiſted, 
that the Owners and Occupiers of Eſtates in Langham had no Right to 
turn their Great Cattle upon the Halt Year Cloſes and Field Lands in 
Morſton, and that, though they had fo done for Time immemorial, yet it 
was not an original Right, but was in the Nature of Shack or Common of 
Vicinage. 

On the 29th Day of October 1789, the Petitioner Stephen Froſt turned his 
great Cattle into Part of Morſton Field, whereon Turnips were then grow- 
ing, whereupun the ſaid William Buck impounded the ſaid Cattle, and 
the ſaid Stephen Froit having replevied the ſame, and the Plaint having 
been removed from the County Court of the Sheriff of Norfolk into the 


Court of Common Pleas, a Declaration was delivered and other Proceedings 
had therein. 


In this Action the ſaid Petitioner Stephen Froſt intended to have put the 
following Point in Ifſue, viz. 


« Whether the ſaid Stephen Froſt, and the other Owners and Occu- 
« piers of Eſtates in Langham, were not entitled to Common for 
« Great Cattle, in reſpe&t of ſuch their Eſtates, in and over all 
« the Halt Year Cloſes and Field Lands in Morſton.“ 


The Determination of this Queſtion was however evaded by the ſaid 


William Buck's ſuffering Judgement to paſs againſt him by Default, and 
paying the Colts of Suit. 


Soon after this Suit the ſaid Stephen Froſt, having received an Intimation 
that Lord Townſhend was not averſe to an Accommodation, ſent the follow- 
ing Propoſals in Writing to his Lordſhip, 


« FigsT.—That an Exchange of intermixed Lands belonging to Lord 
« Townſhend and Mr. Froſt, within the Pariſhes of Laxncn ar 
« and Moksrox, ſhall be made. 


„ StcoxD.—That Lord Townſhend ſhall take all Mr. Froſt's Eſtate at 
«« Morſton, and ſuch Part of his Lands in Langham, as le 
« intermixed in his Lordſhip's Eſtate, and that Lord Townl- 
„ hend ſhall give to Mr. Froſt, in Exchange, an adequate 
« Quantity of Land in Langham, lying convenient for him. 


« TüiRDb.— That Lord Townſhend ſhall be accommodated with Mr. Froſt's 
« Barn, called Bartram Barn in Langham, if he deſires it. 


« FourxTH.,—That Lord Townſhend and Mr. Froſt ſhall releaſe to each 


other all Rights of Sheepwalk, Common, and Shackage, 
« over their reſpective Lands in Langham and Morſton. 


Petitioners 

aſſert their 

Rights with 
Succeſs, at 

Law. 
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The above Propoſals are confined to Lord Townſhend and 


« Nr. Froſt, but as it will be more advantageous to them, as 


„well as to the other Proprietors of Eſtates in the ſaid Pariſhes, 
* to have a general Exchange of Lands, and a general Releaſe 
of Rights over each other's Property, Mr. Froſt has no 
« Objection to concur with his Lordſhip, and the other Parties 
concerned, in any fair and reaſonable Mode (whether by A & 
of Parliament or otherwiſe) of preventing the Diſputes which 
have ariſen, and which are likely to continue, relative to the 
+ Riglits of Slicepwalk and Shackage exiſting within the ſaid 
« Pariſhes,” 
The 


«c 


kd 1024, 
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No Anſwer The Petitioners regret, that to theſe conciliatory Propoſals no written 
Propotile. - Anſwer was ever returned. 


On the 11th Day of March laſt, and not before, a Copy of a Bill for the 
Diviſion and Incloſure of Lands (not at Langham and Morſton, but} at 
Stiff key and Morſton was ſent to the Petitioners? Agent, who, after per- 
uſing the ſame, ſtated in a Letter to Lord Townſhend fome General Ob- 
jections thereto, and requeſted that the Pariſh of Langian wight be in- 
cluded therein. 


— - Although the Petitioners Requeſt to Lord Townſhend was not attended] 
plying to Par- with the Succeſs which they expected, they cannot omit to ſtate, that the Bill 
iament for preſented to the Houſe of Commons is certainly purged of many Objections, 
82 to which the Copy of the Bill ſent to their Solicicor was liable Vet, the 
Bill, thus amended, is big with ill Conſequences to the Petitioners Property 
and Intereſts, for which Reaſon they are under the Necellity of applying to 
Parliament for Protection, truſting that the Bill, lo far as the ſame reſpects 


the Pariſh of Morſton, will not be paſſed into a Law, tor the following 


REASON.S: 


Firſt. — If the Pariſhes of Stiffkey and Morſton lay within the ſame Manor, 

| and were ſubject to the ſame Rights, then the Diviſion and In- 

cloſure of the Lands in both Pariſhes would very properly be the 

Subject of One and the ſame Bill. But the Parith of Morſton has 

no Connection whatever with the Pariſh of Stiffkey, except that 

the Rectories of both Pariſhes are conſolidated.— The Manors 

are diſtinf&t and ſeparate.— The Rights of Sheepwalk in each 

Pariſh are diſtin and ſeparate, —The Rights of Common and 

Shackage in each Pariſh are diſtin&t and ſeparate. — [he Inha- 

bitants and Commoners do not intercommon together —Under 

theſe Circumſtances, it is not uſual or proper to join Two 

diſtinct and unconnected Pariſhes in One and the ſame Bill; 

and the Supporters of the preſent Meaſure are bound in Juttice 

to give a ſatisfactory Reaſon why the Pariſh ef MNoifton is 

tacked to the Pariſh of Stiffkey, which will not apply, with 

equal Force, to any other Pariſh in Norfolk, Suffolk, or 
ellewhere, where Lord Towaſhend has Property. 


Second. What is the Situation of the Pariſhes of Langham and Morſton ? 
Theſe Parithes adjoin to each other, and Lord Townſhend is 
Lord of both Manors, under the Title of Langham with 
Morſton, as ſtated in the Bill, — Tlie Pariſhes ate conneRed 
together, and the ſame Rights of Sheepwaik, Common, and 
Shackage extend over the Lands of bot Pariſhes :—lt it is 
proper to extinguiſh thele Rights over the Pariſh of Moriton, 
it is equally proper they ſhould be extinguiſhed at Langham; 
at all Events, the Petitioners run no tlazard of Contra- 
diction by aſſerting, that, if Two Pariſhes are to be included in 
the Bill, a Junction of Langham and Mortton would be more 
fair, more juſt, and more realonable, as well as more Paliamen- 
tary, than the preſent Junction of Stiſf key and Mor ſton; and 

it will be difficult to point out any Injury or Inconvenience 

which Lord Townſhend, or any other Perſon, would fullain by 
extending the Bill to Langham. 

| * Third, 


„ 


Third, —If Lord Townſhend's Right of Sheepwalk is to be extinguiſhed in 
the Pariſh of Morſton, and the ſame Right is to be continued 
at Langham, the Burthen of the Sheep will in a great Meaſure, 
if not wholly, be thrown upon the Petitioners; and the Pe- 
titioners Right of Common for Great Cattle over the Half 


Year Lands in Langham will thereby be rendered of little or 
no Value. 


Fourth.— Under the Clauſe in Folio 6 of the Bill, Lord Townſhend will 
receive an Allotment in Land, equal to the Value of his Right 
oi Sheepwalk in Morſton : Notwithſtanding which, the Clauſe, 
in Folio 24 of the Bill, reſerves to Lord Townſhend his Righr 
of Sheepwalk over the Half Year Lands in Langham, in as 
ample Manner as if the Bill had not been paſſed. So that his 
Lordſhip, after receiving an Allotment for his Sheepwalk in 
Morſton, will have a Right to keep the ſame Number of Sheep 
over the Half Year Lands in Langham, containing only about 
540 Acres, which have been depaſtured over the Half Year 


Lands in both the Pariſhes of Langham and Morſton, containing 
near 2,000 Acres. 


Fifth. — The Conſequences of the Bill will not only be injurious to the 
Vicar of Langham Epiſcopi, as Owner of Halt Year Glebe 
Lands, in common with the other Petitioners, but will alſo, it is 


apprehended, leſſen the Growth of Hay, the Tythes whereof 
belong to him. | 


For theſe, and other Reaſons, the Petitioners humbly hope, that the 
Pariſh of Morſton will be ſtruck out of the preſent Bill, they being 
ready and willing to conſent to a Bill of a ſimilar Nature, for extin- 
guiſhing Lord Townſhend's and their connected Rights, and for 
dividing and. incloſing their reſpective Lands, within the connected 
Pariſhes of Langham and Morſton. 


8. 


ov 
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To the Honourable the Commons of GREAT 
BRITAIN in Parliament aſſembled, 


THE HUMBLE 


PETITION 


OF 


The ſeveral Perſons whoſe Names are hereto 
ſubſcribed, being Owners and Proprietors of 
Meſſuages, Lands, and Tenements, within 
the Pariſhes of Langham and Morſton, in the 
County of Norfolk, and entitled to certain 
Rights of Common, and other Rights and 
Intereſts, within the Pariſhes of Morſton and 


Langham aforeſaid. 
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